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Lear Lorry, 

I am sorry to loam that the tip I picked up in Wajhiiigton yesterday was not legit. 

Vie re it, it .;ould gave made a good story. I had uoubts about part, but I felt I should 
tell you. I know Row Orleans, ana the vorsion I got was that i^aninger touched down at 
Lakefront airport. Unlikely. It woula have boon ^olssant. dot coule I find any need for 

the touchdown. 

I an aloe dis ppointod that the inevitable happened to Job. I don* t t hink the best 
editor in the world oan begin to innglnc the nogbitude and complexity of tlie job he gives 
the most competent and nost honest reporter when ho assigns any story on aiy of tlie 

political asrasninations. It was inovi table that hob would err. Ho nay not rccocber it, 

but I twice offered to chock his copy for hin. 

And tlien thoro are the strongest things that clip by. Like Dicguntlialer'o incredible 
forgetting of tho Constitution ana th® obligation, of the pros-cutlon, not the judge, and 
neither ^on nor hin cuitor catching it. Yet the fact is a kigl>-sehool kind olioula liaVu. 

^ Tlie difference is that tlie high-school kid doesn't have the pressures and the faith in 
a known writer. 

What troubles me moot in all of this is not the kind of timting that inevitably 
happens to me. it varies from the accidental, which I am sure is tlie case with any er.or 
*“ob made, to the deliberate, and tliat by a friend, Dick Whalen l The Founding Father), was 
under orders from the 3at. Lve. Post editors to do a job on a u alien though they sent hin 
to no to salvage hin when he was lost after four expensive mouths. Dick bugged ue not to do 
to hid what I did to Pletchor Lnebel (WVTXI}, and I have not. I know tlie jX>sition in vliich 
lie wan frou ny younger day. Wo remain frionds. 

Uliat coos concern me is -..hat liap->ens to society and wliat happens to that very import- 
ant jjurt of it, the press. In ny writing I b lic.vc it is uy responsibility to be explicit. 
Jocetinoe I add opinions ith ..hich others disagree, to make clear to the unaophL tioatod 
vbat I wunt to bo clear. Ferhaps I do this to excess. That iu one of tl*i problem of liuving 
neither time for revi sion nor an oditor. But you will find in F juIMJP and I tidnk in 
e very appearance x huvt. unde my firm ana fixod opinion that tlie only port of our society 
that filled its traditioiial role and soivod its roaponeibility honorably was the working 
reporter ^in the King case). Thu reporting from ttempfaia was so good, so accurate, that 
when I got the court records I die not revise to cite thorn instead of the papers becauoo 
1 felt it important to leave a record showing tlmt tho ti*uth coulu be put together from* 
the rna/jor papers alone. 

1 don't really tiiink tho ima*ageaont of tbs major p^.p^rs wont to corrupt history, want 
to uisiliucian the youth an tlio blacks. 1 tnlnk they, too, arc captives, of ti«eir sources, 
of the projuuicoo and desires of those with whom they associate, perhaps senre. hut the 
not effect of ti£r edltiorial positions, of timir as. ligaments auu failures to assign, it 
subversive of the true role of the pre^s anu results in a conrru tion of history, an 
unaoraining on confidence in tho press and, ultimately, becomes a major obstacle to tlie 
functioning of a true representative society, 

Frank ap^joars to have a agrred to a TV confrontation with me tioy 7. I'll be surprised 
if he I there. Farcy Foreman, butter equipped, fled on with half his makeup on. Frank saw 
what 1 did under u crooked format to a gangup of hia two major sources, ^uie and former 
prosecutur no Judge Dwyer, ^his is to say that 441 rank wrote a crooked book deliberately. 

1 say this on a number of bases, a glance at tlie book anu listening to him on tho four- 
hour Long John ll bul oiiow from NYC two nights ago. Yet all tho papers will pull tho stopp, 
(ill the reviewers will oooh and ah, bas» d on the bread boubloday is dispensing, his record 
n the pooud(>-cstobli.;hiacntarian tone of the* smooth work. It is anti-establislimontarian. 
Only truth and lionosty servo the real in to rests of the establishment. 
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Aside from being busy non with ho:.vy re oponaibili tie a , tioct editors of assorted ranks 
are the victim of varied hangups, The /*ost coa on is that tho*ie of us who question the 
official nytliolo^y are nits, as indeed so^e are. But not all* as I think you know. 



Tot I tliink that in many cases whore the tnith can be readily achievod f it is avoided 
because of these hangups* All thi^ leads to a specif io proposal 1 tliink will not bo 
acepeted but I fefel inpolled to cake, I think it gives tho press a chance to serve its 
traditional role and to recapture integrity largely lost in of the reporting of 
the political assassinations. 
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It is simply this 1 IVank has a book to promote and sell, 1 do not, lie has corrupted 
history end truth, accusations I make explicit, I propose a joing interview, to tx taped, 
with both of ur? agreeing in advance to give the inqueotioned ri^Jit to the paper to edit as 
it secs fit but with unedited dubn to bo provided each. We can limit or not, I think tliat 
after r^adinp the book -d. , ve akinmea perhaps a dosen pugos from tlio inaex - 1 can cone 
up with a dhzen or 15 basic questions of honesty, intent and fact, . *> ; 
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I think the result would bo u helluva story on what it takes to make a nillion-dollar 
bast s Her, December, this one deals with the cost co. tly crime in our history. Heed I 
remind anyon. of the lingering consequences? 

ttor my part, I will gladly submit the uestions in advance, with page citations. 

If it is desired to do the some with ny .^ork, also agreed. 



Although I do not tidal: his paper will go for it any noro than yours, 1 an tending a 
carbon of tlds to Foul Valentino on tlia Washington ^oot because he covured the trial. 

If ldp3on is on your paper (end ids reporting, like raul&s, was both perceptive and right 
down the nidulej, I'd welcome hin in on it, I don't c^lto who is, as long au he is straight 
and has a glimmer of the fact. .nd as long as it doesn t get too cumberaooe. 

I think there is a better ahanoe for a snawball's survival in hell than Frank's 
agreement to this, I do not insist, but 1 would then welcome an independent oxploration 

by thi* reporter(a) of the questions I would pose, from ^rank' a work and the indcpendcntly- 
avaiiablo sources. 
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If at sons point the major press does not undertake to end the Orwellian intrusion 
into society, wo soon will h\Vo a more Orwellian society. What the hell else do you think 
ny wife and I have ruined our livos and bankrupted ourselves fox'? 
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Best regards. 









ilarola Weis berg 

f.i), h. cusi^ not reading and correcting. x have to lo ve as soon as I tuko this out to 
take iiy wife to work and if I riail tills thou it Will save a day ana cay reach you tomorrow. 
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